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§354.2 Novel questions.

(a) Mandatory referrals. If the mate-
rial question of substantive law de-
scribed in §354.1(a) is a novel question
of law, referral to the Register of Copy-
rights by the Copyright Royalty
Judges is mandatory. A ‘‘novel ques-
tion of law” is a question of law that
has not been determined in the prior
decisions, determinations, or rulings
under the Copyright Act of the Copy-
right Royalty Judges, the Librarian of
Congress, the Register of Copyrights,
the Copyright Arbitration Royalty
Panels (to the extent they are con-
sistent with the current decisions, de-
terminations, or rulings of the Register
of Copyrights or the Librarian of Con-
gress), or the former Copyright Roy-
alty Tribunal.

(b) Procedures. The procedures set
forth for the discretionary referral of
material questions of copyright law to
the Register of Copyrights by the
Copyright Royalty Judges, set forth in
§354.1, shall also govern the mandatory
referral of novel questions, except that
the Register of Copyrights’ decision
will be timely if it is delivered to the
Copyright Royalty Judges within 30
days after the Register of Copyrights
has received all of the briefs or com-
ments of the participants. The Copy-
right Royalty Judges will not issue a

§354.3

final determination in a proceeding
where the referral of a novel question
to the Register of Copyrights under
this part is pending, unless this 30-day
period has expired. The legal interpre-
tation embodied in the timely deliv-
ered response of the Register of Copy-
rights in resolving material questions
of substantive law is binding upon the
Copyright Royalty Judges and will be
applied by them in their final deter-
mination in the relevant proceeding.

[70 FR 30905, May 31, 2005, as amended at 71
FR 53331, Sept. 11, 2006]

§354.3 Register of Copyrights’ author-
ity to redesignate referrals.

If, during the 14-day period of a dis-
cretionary referral of a material ques-
tion of law under §354.1, the Register of
Copyrights determines that the ques-
tion is a ‘‘novel”’ one within the mean-
ing of §354.2(a), the Register may no-
tify the Copyright Royalty Judges of
that determination. The Copyright
Royalty Judges will be bound by such a
determination by the Register of Copy-
rights and will regard the Register’s
decision as timely delivered if it is re-
ceived within the 30-day period applica-
ble to novel question referrals.

[70 FR 30905, May 31, 2005, as amended at 71
FR 53331, Sept. 11, 2006]
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